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Steps for How to Create a Watercolor Painting
Step 1: Lightly draw in PENCIL what you want to paint. Don't worry if the pencil is visible on the finished picture. It can be erased, but you don't need to bother. Think about your drawing and try to get it to look right to you. Remember you get to design the composition (way the page is arranged)

Step 2: Watercolor paintings look best when you leave in a few highlights.  Highlights are the areas of the pictures that are the lightest. To do this you can use tape to mask and protect part of the paper so that the paint won’t make it darker.  
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Step 3: Wet the paper and begin to add the first light wash of color to your painting.  A light wash means you mix lots of water with a little bit of paint. We do this because it lets us build up lots of layers of paint.  If you use dark paint first, it can be rather difficult to add anything else after that.  
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Step 4: When the first layer of paint has dried, begin to apply the next wash of paint to the areas you want to begin making darker.  This time use a medium wash.  To make a medium wash, mix water and paint in a 1:1 ratio.  This means mix equal amounts of water to equal amounts of paint. To try and add some texture to parts of your painting, you can also try using a sponge, masking tape, salt or plastic wrap over the fresh paint.

(A sponge can help you create the illusion of tree leaves.
Salt can help create the illusion of small white dots. (
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  Plastic wrap can be used to create interesting lines ( 
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Step 5: When the second layer has dried you can go in with the next darker wash to add shadows and details. A dark wash is mostly solid paint with very little water.  
Step 6: Before deciding that your painting is finished, show it to 2 other people to see if there is anything they would suggest you work on or change.
( You can use masking tape to block out areas where you do not want paint. It also makes paintings straight lines much easier. 








