Georges Seurat – The Master of Dot
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 Georges Seurat was born in Paris on December 2, 1859 and studied art at the École des Beaux Arts (School of Fine Arts) when he was eighteen years old. In 1879, he went into the military for a year, which kept him away from school.  When he returned to Paris, he devoted himself to mastering the art of black and white drawing. The year 1883 was spent on a huge canvas, Bathing at Asnieres, his first major artwork.

In 1884, after his drawing was rejected by the teachers at the School of Fine Arts, he turned to the pointillist technique because of his unique ability to concentrate.  Pointillism, or Divisionism as it is also known, uses tiny dots of pure color, side by side to build form.  These tiny dots of paint give the viewer's eye a chance to blend the colors rather than having the colors blended on the canvas. 
The island of La Grande Jatte inspired many of his future works.  In the summer of 1884, Seurat started another major canvas.  Every day, he traveled to paint by the Seine River, where he would work all morning. Each afternoon, he continued painting the giant canvas in his studio. In 1886, after two years of dedicated work and more than 200 sketches later, Seurat completed his best-known masterpiece painting, Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grand Jatte.  A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte shows members of each of the social classes participating in various park activities. The tiny juxtaposed dots of multi-colored paint allow the viewer's eye to blend colors optically, rather than having the colors blended on the canvas or pre-blended as a material pigment. It took Seurat two years to complete this 10-foot-wide (3.0 m) painting, much of which he spent in the park sketching in preparation for the work (there are about 60 studies). It is now in the permanent collection of the Art Institute of Chicago. In his lifetime, he completed seven very large paintings and about 500 smaller ones. He worked to the point of exhaustion. While he was organizing an exhibit in 1891 he became ill and died. He was only thirty-one years old.
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Sunday Afternoon on 





              Bathing at Asnieres
the Island of La Grand Jatte                                                                                          1883
1884
Name ____________________________________________       Date __________________________ 

            

 Georges Seurat – The Master of Dot
1.  At what age did Seurat begin to study art at the École des Beaux Arts?





2.  What is "pointillism"?  _______________________________________________________






























3.  What island had a great influence on Seurat's work? ________________________________


4.  What is the name of Seurat’s best-known masterpiece? 




















 

5.  Name another painting by Georges Seurat.  _____________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

6.  How many paintings did Seurat do during his lifetime? _____________________________


7.  How old was Georges Seurat when he died? 








  Sketch out some of your pointillist ideas below:

