Elements of Art

	Line -  is a mark or stroke long in proportion made with a marking tool on a surface. It can go many directions such as vertical, horizontal, diagonal, curve or zigzag. Several objects in a row can make the eye think that a line exists when in reality is doesn't; we call this an implied line.  Popular drawings with line include contour drawing, calligraphy and gesture drawing.
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	Shape - describes the quality of a flat object, any two-dimensional surface, or enclosed space, which is surrounded by an edge or an outline. 
	

	Color - is the quality of an object or substance with respect to light reflected by the object. Different colors and color combinations can create a wide variety of feelings and moods.  It can also be used to create optical mixing in an artwork.  
	Primary = red, blue, yellow
Secondary = green, purple, orange
Tertiary =  red purple, yellow orange, blue green , etc.

	Texture - is the surface quality of a shape - rough, smooth, soft, hard etc. 
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	Form - describes objects that have three dimensions - length, width, and depth. Forms take up space and enclose space.
	

	Space - refers to the distances or areas around, between pieces. There are two type of space: positive and negative space. Positive space refers to the space of a shape representing the subject matter. Negative space refers to the open space around the subject matter.
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Principles of Design
	Balance -  is the weighted relationship between the visual elements in a picture. They can be symmetrical (balanced) or asymmetrical (unbalanced)
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	 Emphasis - is the focus of attention of something in a picture.  (i.e. The emphasis here is the black triangle because it stands out amongst the other shapes)
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	Dominance - the visual weight of a composition, establishes space and perspective, and often resolves where the eye goes first when looking at a design. 
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	Rhythm and Movement - is the arrangement or grouping of the elements in works of art so the parts appear to have an ordered or planned relationship. Rhythm is the principle of art that indicates movement by the repetition of elements or objects. Visual movement is the principle of art used to create the look and feeling of action and to guide the viewer’s eyes throughout the work of art. 
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	Proportion- is the relationship of one part to another and of each part to the whole. (i.e. Things are relative in size to what is around them.  You are bigger than an ant but smaller than a T-Rex)
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	Unity - is harmony among many of the same elements of a work of art.
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	Variety - is using many different art elements in a composition to create interest. (i.e. Picasso used a lot of different shapes and colors which makes his work look different and stand out more)
	[image: image11.jpg]





Art in Your World

Part 1: What Is Art?
A work of art is the visual expression of an idea or experience. Visual art includes many types of media. It is used to communicate with others in ways that go beyond words. To understand a work of art, you must develop the ability to perceive. To perceive is to become deeply aware through the senses of the special nature of a visual object. People create art to serve many functions. (1) They create art to express personal feelings. (2) They use art to express a family, community, or civilization’s identity. (3) Often, artists create art to express spiritual beliefs. (4) Some artists use new ideas and technologies to give functional objects, such as cars and buildings, new and interesting forms. (5) Artists often create art to teach people. 

Part 2: Why Do Artists Create?
The urge to create art is universal. Artists are creative individuals who use imagination and skill to communicate in visual form. They are driven by their sense of wonder and curiosity. However, the impulses that drive artists to create vary. Different artists can represent the same event or idea in very different ways. Artists get their ideas from many different sources. (1) Some artists, like the landscape painters of the Hudson River School, get ideas from nature. (2) Other artists get ideas from people and real-world events. (3) Many artists interpret myths and legends in their work. (4) In every culture, art is used to express spiritual and religious beliefs. (5) Many artists develop creative techniques to create their art. For example, Jackson Pollock expressed his personal feelings by creating a new technique—dripping paint onto canvas (Figure 1.13, page 14). (6) Artists also learn from and build on the work of artists of the past. (7) And some artists get ideas from the people who hire them to create art. Artists keep sketchbooks for inspiration. They use them to record images and jot down ideas. A sketchbook is also very useful to practice skills and techniques.

Part 3: The Language of Art
The language of art is made up of certain elements arranged according to basic principles. Learning to use this language will help you understand art and create your own artworks. We use the elements of art, which are basic visual symbols in the language of art, to communicate ideas. These symbols are line, shape and form, space, color, value, and texture. By learning to read one element at a time, you will see how the elements work together to communicate the language of art. These elements are organized according to the principles of art. The principles of art are basic rules that govern how artists organize the elements of art. These rules are rhythm, movement, pattern, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis, harmony, and unity. You will learn more about these rules as you read this book. When you look at a work of art, you should first identify its three basic features: subject, composition, and content. The subject is the image viewers can easily identify in a work of art. The composition is the way the principles of art are used to organize the elements of art. The content is the message the work communicates. Works of art in this book also have credit lines below them. Credit lines include important facts that will help you further understand each work of art. The six facts most credit lines include are name of the artists, title of the work, the year the work was created, the medium used by the artist, the size of the work, and the location of the work. 

Eg. Tree bark is rough








