	Broadway Boogie Woogie
Piet Mondrian 

1942–43 

Oil on canvas, 50 x 50" (127 x 127 cm)

The Museum of Modern Art
The piece is made up of a number of shimmering squares of bright color that leap from the canvas, then appear to shimmer, drawing the viewer into those famous New York City neon lights. While Mondrian's works of the 1920s and 1930s tend to have an almost scientific austerity about them, these are bright, lively paintings, reflecting the upbeat music that inspired them and the city in which they were made.
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Improvisation 28 

Vasily Kandinsky
1912

Oil on canvas, 43 7/8 x 63 7/8”
Kandinsky believed that music was the best source for creativity. (in fact he played the cello and the piano) A few years later he first likened painting to composing music in the manner for which he would become noted, writing, "Colour is the keyboard, the eyes are the harmonies, the soul is the piano with many strings. The artist is the hand that plays, touching one key or another, to cause vibrations in the soul". Writing that "music is the ultimate teacher", Kandinsky embarked upon the first seven of his ten Compositions.
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Sounds Assembling

Bertram Booker

Oil on canvas

1928

Bertram Booker (1888-​1955) played a significant role as an artist, musician, writer and champion of the arts in Canada between the two World Wars and has been described as the country's first abstract painter.  His move away from representational art toward abstraction stemmed from his desire to express spiritual ideas and to unify painting with other arts such as poetry and music. Sounds Assembling, his most famous piece, represents a spiritual journal through time, space and sound.
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Concerto
Jack Bush (Canadian, 1909 - 1977)
1975
Acrylic on canvas
53 5/8 x 84 1/4 in. (136.1 x 214.0 cm.)

His art found expression through colour by way of "abstracted" motifs which retained a surprisingly innocent connection to the visible world. Bush derived them from the most unexpected sources: gift wrapping, national flags, paint spatters, window displays, neckties, road signs, flowers and gardens, totems, musical notations, handkerchiefs. After the fashion of a commercial artist, Bush himself referred to composition as "layout." But whereas the term is commonly used to describe the organization of a printed page, Bush applied it to his distinctive picture formats, which involved the eccentric placement of graphic shapes. 


A History of Drawing To Music
Drawing to Music Assignment
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1. Choose a song : title and artist.

2. What is the style or type of music of this song? (eg classical, pop, rock etc.)

3. Describe the song using words: what is the theme, what type of tempo does it have what instruments are used.

4. Describe using the elements and principles of design how you would draw or paint this song: what colours would you use, what shapes would you use, what types of lines would you use etc.

5. Think about some of the lyrics in your song, how could you use symbolize them in your drawing? 


6. Look again at the art history examples; examine how they organized their page.

7. Sketch out 3 small composition ideas in your sketchbook to get an idea of how your final piece will look. 

8. Get a larger piece of paper to do your good copy on.  Be sure to listen to this song as you are creating your drawing. Make sure you have all of the colours and materials you need to complete this drawing of your chosen song.
	
Journal Reflection Questions


	1) What are some of the elements and principles of design you chose to use in your artwork? Where did you place them? Why?


	2) How does the song you chose relate to culture today? How did you use parts of your drawing to express this?


	3) If you were to change an element of your drawing, how would it affect the message you have constructed? 


	4) What problems or challenges did you run into during this assignment? How did you solve them?



	5) Did you enjoy this art assignment? What areas do you think you were successful at?


	6) How is your drawing to music similar to some of the art history examples we looked at?




