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Color Psychology

What do you think of when I mention the color blue? How about yellow? Chances are more that will come to mind than just an image of that color.  Humans associate colors with everything from specific moods, tastes, sounds to different seasons to different times of day.  Some of these responses are products of cultural conditioning but others are linked to physical reactions in our brains.


When creating a work of art, it’s important to consider the effect of your color choices on the viewer.  Although each person has his or her own filter for receiving and interpreting colors, below are the most common associations.
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Yellow – joy, sun, summer, cowardice, vitality, bright, friendly, happy, warmth
[image: image4.png]




Blue – winter, water, ice, sky, stillness, loyalty, melancholy, soothing, peaceful
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Red – danger, blood, passion, anger, spicy, seductive, exotic, love
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Green – nature, spring, healthy, fertility, envy, nausea, fresh, organic
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Purple – royalty, wealth, creativity, femininity, dreamy
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Orange – fire, autumn, citrus, invigorating, refreshing, energetic
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Gray – indifference, antiquity, maturity, practical, gloomy, wisdom
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White – purity, innocence, peace, surrender, clean, unblemished, empty, classy, winter
