WHAT IS AN ARTIST’S STATEMENT?

An artist’s statement is a short written piece to go with your artwork that describes what you did as an artist. Artist’s statements are used to help communicate the artist’s ideas, concepts and motivations to the viewer. They are an important part of an artist’s professional life because they are used to promote their work to gallery owners, museums, news media and the general public. A clear and intelligent artist’s statement will make you stand out and will show people that you are a thoughtful artist who can show their specific ideas.  As visual artists we rely on our art to communicate our ideas, but visual art communicates much differently than written language. Do note that it is not expected that the artist’s statement explain every detail of the picture. If it did, we wouldn’t need the picture. Instead, it should provide insight into the artist’s theme/subject and motivation behind making the work.

FORMAT

Your artist’s statement should be one to two paragraphs and no longer than a page. Simple and efficient use of language is key. Your statement should mostly deal with the ideas you are concerned with as an artist. Begin your statement with one or two sentences that broadly describe your theme. Think of it like a thesis statement. Use the rest of the statement to fill in the details and background information as needed. Be direct and confident with your introduction, get the viewer interested, then back up your idea with more details and information. If you do not write your statement clearly, it will give the impression that you don’t really know what you’re doing.

Artist Statement Guided Outline - You must answer 4 or more questions from each category!
Personal History 

Briefly describe yourself and your heritage.

Describe why you chose to do the art you do. Who or what inspired you? 

When practicing your art gets difficult, what keeps you going?

Does art change the way you see yourself, others, your community? If so, how?
My Art Making Styles and Habits
In this artwork I learned to observe closely ______________________________.

I was most engaged and I persisted when________________________________.

I took a risk when I tried ________________________________________________.

I took advantage of an accident when I _________________________________.

I think that this artwork is similar in style to_________________because___________.

I can see that my ability to control the craft of (drawing, painting, modeling, etc)

has improved because________________________________________________.

I thought of  something new when I decided to add_____________ to my artwork.

I like this artwork because________________________________________.


Creating Public Value 

I enjoyed working with ________ to create this artwork because _________.

I never noticed _____________. Now I see _________________.

I used to think __________________. Now I know _________________.

Now that I know ___________,I think it’s possible that _____________________.

Having finished this _______ (project), I accomplished _________________.
What do you want the viewer to learn or come away with after viewing your images?
What kinds of questions does your work raise?

A Few Tips for Getting Started:

-Treat your artist statement with the same care that your treat your art. It's all about you.

- Keep a notebook that is lovely or practical with you at all times-- in the studio, in the car, beside your bed. You never know when ideas may come!
- Give yourself some time to brainstorm and gather your thoughts. Selecting and sorting can come later when you have enough ideas to work with.
- Give yourself permission to make mistakes. Let yourself write badly. Crumple up lots of paper balls and throw them in a corner. That's the beginner's way. Then, when your statement comes out great, which it eventually will, you will know the difference.

- If you have a lot to say, you are allowed to write more than one statement. Like different works of art, an artist statement also thrives on change and rising out of "the moment." What suits this project may not work for other projects.

