Art That Makes A Statement
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Pieces of art are famous in history because they deal with issues of war, violence, isolation, prejudice and gender bias. Ponder and discuss how and why the artists create these kinds of pieces.  What media was utilized? Evaluate each work’s use of the principles and elements of art. When was the work created? What else was happening in the world at that time? Each work of art is creating an awareness of an issue or a need for change. Consider the images and what idea the artist was trying to communicate. Artwork can demonstrate an awareness, need for change, or charitable giving related to one or more of the following topics:

Poverty

War

Hunger

Public Health

Human Rights

Peace

Equality

Homelessness

Repair of the Environment

Animal Welfare



Art and artists have the ability to focus community, even world attention on an issue such as racism, genocide, war, and pollution. Over time artists have used every medium at their disposal to communicate and provoke. However, the invention of the printing press along with many innovations in terms of mechanical reproduction of an image have permitted provocative works of art to be generally available to a wide spectrum of the public. In the history of art we look to figures such as Honoré Daumier and Francisco Goya. Certainly political cartoonists such as Thomas Nast or any number of others that regularly appear on newspapers editorial pages or magazines such as The New Yorker intend to provoke an audience to reflect on some issue of current importance.

1. What do you think are some of the social issues that concern artists?





2. What are some ways artists respond to these issues?





3. Do you think artwork about social issues inspires others to create social change? Why or why not.





4. Have you seen artwork, websites, posters, television programs, or movies that provoked you to consider an injustice?




5. If you could start a movement in which people work together to make a social or environmental change, what would you want to repair or correct?

