Acrylic Painting Techniques

	Resist Painting 
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	Use tape to cover parts of your paper and then paint over top of it with the color you wish to use.  The tape will keep that area of your painting free of color. This can be very helpful for you when you want to put a certain color in one area only. This was a common technique used by Piet Mondrian.



	Sgraffito
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	Sgraffito is an Italian word that comes from the meaning ‘to scratch’.  Paint a layer of color on your paper.  When it is dry, paint on another layer of a different color.  While the second layer is still wet, use the end of the paint brush to scratch away some of the paint. You will be able to see the first layer underneath. Henri Matisse enjoyed using this technique in his paintings.

	Impasto
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	Impasto is the term used when you use lots of thick paint (with very little water) to build up layers. You should be able to see the brushstrokes in the paint. When it is dry, your painting will have a very rough texture. This was a very popular technique with Van Gogh.

	Scumbling
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Water Lilies Claude Monet. 1908





	Scumbling is painting thin layers of clear light colour over dark colours, which gives a broken colour effect. Scumbling is rather like glazing, but with light colours over dark. The colours mix optically rather than on the palette, and results in a shimmery look. Think of the pearly water surrounding Monet's water lilies; this is Scumbling.



Try these techniques in your own work!
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Introduction

Acrylic paints were first developed in the 1920s as

a painting medium for mural artists to use on the

exteriors of buildings. These artists needed a paint

that was easy to use and quick to dry but also one

that was stable in changing conditions. Acrylic

paint, made by bonding pigments in tree sap which made the paint very tough and durable. Acrylic paint proved

perfect for murals and it was used extensively by

the great Mexican mural painters, Siquieros (1896-

1974) and Rivera (1886-1957).

During the 1950s the technology of plastics

improved and a new binding medium was

introduced, PVC. By this stage more and more

artists were using acrylic paints and artists like

Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) found them very

useful for painting in a quick, expressionistic

way.

The characteristic of acrylic paint that makes it so

attractive for artists is in its fast drying. This allows

a thin layer of paint to be placed over a thicker

one as soon as it has dried; the time water takes to

evaporate. When the layers have dried they form

a very strong bond, giving a very durable surface.

Acrylic paint is a great medium for the artist as

it frees up the working processes, and therefore

should lead to greater creativity. 
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Brush Shapes





Brushes are available with the bristles formed into a number of different shapes, each with a particular advantage.





A round brush is good for detail work, making either thin or thick lines depending on the pressure applied.





A flat brush holds a lot of paint and its square end can create sharp straight edges.





Brights have shorter hairs than flats, so they hold less paint but allow a little more control. Like flats they can be used to create sharp edges.





Filberts have softer more rounded corners that create strokes without hard edges. The shape of a filbert is somewhere between a round and a fl at, so it makes a good all-purpose brush.





Vocabulary of Acrylic Materials: Polymer, Mural,  Varnish, Oil, Pigment, Gouache, Opaque, Transparent, Medium, Non-toxic, Tooth, Palette, Gel, Matt Tempera, Gesso, Stipple, Glaze, Collage, Gloss, Canvas
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